Rivington and Blackrod High School
Community Standards  Inclusion
ADMISSION TO THE SIXTH FORM (September 2015)
Introduction
1. Rivington and Blackrod High School is a co-educational, non-selective 11-18 school.
2. The Governing Body is the Admissions Authority for the Sixth Form. Any queries regarding
Sixth Form admissions should be directed to the Sixth Form Administrator.
3. The published admission number for the Sixth Form for admission in September 2015 is 300
for internal candidates and 100 for external candidates. Should a course be full, then an
alternative course will be offered to the candidate providing they meet the minimum entry
requirements for that course. Random allocation will be used as a tie-breaker.
4. The anticipated capacity for the Sixth Form (Years 12 and 13), from September 2015 is 400 but
this is will vary depending on the subject choices students make. It is possible that whilst there
is less than this number of students enrolled in the Sixth Form, individual courses will be full.
Admission to the Sixth Form
1. Admission to the Sixth Form will be from:
(a) Students currently in Year 11 at the School (internal applicants)
(b) Students from outside of the School (external applicants).
2. The published admission number for the Sixth Form for admission in September 2015 is 300
for internal candidates and 100 for external candidates. Should a course be full, then an
alternative course will be offered to the candidate providing they meet the minimum entry
requirements for that course. Random allocation will be used as a tie-breaker.
3. Students on roll at the School are required to apply for a place in the Sixth Form as are students
from other schools.
4. Applications are normally made via the on line system www.UCASProgress.com.
5. Students in year 11 at Rivington and Blackrod or any other Bolton school will be issued with
the necessary passwords and user names.
6. Students from other schools or colleges should contact the Sixth Form to request a paper
application form.
7. The entry requirements for admission to the Sixth Form shall be the same for students on roll
in Year 11 at the school and external applicants.
8. Students will be admitted into the Sixth Form at the start of the Autumn Term in each school
year.

9. All applicants will be invited to attend a pre admission advice and guidance session. It is the
first stage of the process of one to one support that continues throughout the student’s time in
the Sixth Form.
10. The pre enrolment interviews are for advice and guidance only, and do not form part of any
selection process does not form part of the process of allocating places, as detailed below.
11. Students are required to confirm courses, and request any changes to their original offer, on
the day of their GCSE results, or as soon as possible afterwards
Minimum Entry Requirements
All those seeking admission to the Sixth Form must achieve the academic requirements for access
onto the courses they are taking. The offer of a place in the Sixth Form is dependent on the
appropriate academic attainment to meet the entry requirements for each student’s preferred
subjects. A minimum of 5 GCSE’s at level C or above are required. Additional entry requirements
for individual courses are set out below, and updated where required in the Sixth Form brochure
which is available on line at www.ucasprogress.com and on request to the Sixth Form.
AS/A2 Courses September 2014
Applied Science - AS/A2 Level
Art and Design - AS/A2 Level
Biology - AS/A2 Level
Business Studies
Chemistry
Design and Technology - Product Design
(Food)
Design and Technology: Product Design
(Graphics)
Design and Technology: Product Design
(Textiles)
Drama and Theatre Studies
Economics
English Literature
French
Further Mathematics
Geography
German
Health and Social Care
History
Law
Mathematics
Media Studies
Photography
Physical Education
Physics
Psychology
Religious Studies Philosophy and Ethics
Sociology

+ OCR/BTEC with MERIT and excellent effort grades

Art B+
Biology B+ or Science A+ and Maths B+
English B+ and Maths C+
Chemistry B+ (or Science A+ Additional Science A Further
Additional B) and Maths B+
Food B+
Textiles B+ or Art B+
Graphics B+ or Art B+
Drama C+, English B+
English and Maths B+
English Literature B+ and English Language B+
French B+
Maths A*
Geography B+ Maths C+
German B+
Health and Social GCSE C+ if sat
History B+
English Language B
Maths B+
English C+
Art B+
GCSE PE B+ or BTEC Sport Merit (or if not sat any Science B+)
Physics B+ or Science A+ and Maths B+
English B+ History or RS B+ and Biology B+ or Science BB+
RS B+ and English Literature B+
English B+

Level 3 BTECs September 2014
Art and Design (Subsidiary Diploma and Diploma)
Business (Subsidiary Diploma)
Engineering (Subsidiary Diploma)
Health & Social Care (Extended Diploma)
Information & Communication Technology (Subsidiary Diploma and
Diploma)
Music (Subsidiary Diploma)

Art C+
English C+
Technology C+, Maths C+
English or Maths C+
ICT C, or Computing C, or CIDA C
Music C+

Performing Arts (Diploma)

Drama or Music grade C+ or other
Performance Experience

Travel & Tourism (Diploma)

English D+

Over-subscription Criteria
Any student who has a Statement of Special Educational Need, which names the Sixth Form will be
admitted to Y12 provided they have met the minimum entry requirements. The courses available in the
Sixth Form will be discussed at the annual review for the individual student during year 11, to determine if
it is appropriate to name the school/in the statement
Where the number of eligible external applicants for a course of study exceeds the places available
then admission for external applicants will be determined in accordance with the following priority of
admission criteria.
1.

Students in the care of the local education authority or provided with accommodation by that
authority as defined in Section 22 of the Children Act 1989 or adopted students who were
previously in the care of the local education authority or provided with accommodation by that
authority as defined in Section 22 of the Children Act 1989.

2.

Students who are in receipt of Free School Meals during Year 11.

3.

Students who have received Free School Meals during their time in secondary school.

4.

All other students

Where there are more students seeking admission than places available, within a stated criterion, the
Governors will apply the following tiebreakers in order of priority:
1.

The highest total point score for the best eight GCSEs achieved by the student including GCSE
English and GCSE Mathematics (A* = 8, A = 7, B = 6, C = 5, D = 4, E = 3, F = 2, G = 1).

2.

The distance between an applicant’s home and school as measured as a straight line from the
Ordnance Survey address point of the home address to the main entrance of the school. The
Ordnance Survey address point is a point within the boundary of the property and is usually
located at its centre. Distances are measured using the Council’s Geographic Information System.

Extra students can sometimes be accommodated over the admission number if the student’s chosen
courses are not full.
The School reserves the right to withdraw courses.
Appeals
The student and/or the parents of students, internal or external, who are not offered a place, have the
right to appeal against non-admission.
False Information
Where the School has made the offer of a place in the Sixth Form on the basis of a fraudulent or
intentionally misleading application which has effectively denied a place in the Sixth Form to a
student with a higher level of priority, the offer of a place will be withdrawn.
Late Applications

If an application is received after the deadline this will be considered ‘late’. Unless exceptional
circumstances apply, e.g. hospitalisation of a parent or a family has just moved into the area, late
applications will be considered after the allocation of places. If the School is full, late applicants will be
placed in the waiting list in order of the oversubscription criteria. Evidence will be required of
exceptional circumstances.
Applications received after the start of the school year will only be considered if places on the
requested courses are available and the student meets the academic requirements of the course.
These applicants will be added to the waiting list.
Accepting or Declining the Offer of a Place
Places are offered on the understanding that there is a commitment to meet the academic
requirements of the course.
Offers will be issued via the on line application website www.UCAS Progress.com, or by letter in the
case of a paper application.
The offer must be returned to the Sixth Form within two weeks from the date of the offer letter.
Failure to respond may result in the place being withdrawn. Parents are requested to advise the Sixth
Form at any stage, if they are not accepting the place for any reason.
Timetable for Admissions for entry to the Sixth Form in 2015
Applications open
Applications close
Advice sessions begin

Monday 2nd November 2014
Friday 30th January 2015
Monday 1st December 2014

All students made offers during the advice session based on a reasonable assumption of
achieving the required minimum GCSE criteria, are guaranteed a place in the Sixth Form.
Every effort will be made to accommodate the student’s first choice of subjects.
Students should attend the enrolment day, on the same day as their GCSE results or as soon as
possible afterwards, to confirm their choices.
Students who switch courses on enrolment day will be given a provisional place on their new
course, confirmed once numbers are known.
Advice sessions for external students where possible will take place in the student’s current
school.

